Minutes of ABAC Meeting. Febnjaty 4, 2002 

In attendance were Jack Jolaison. Scott Smith Steplian MiHer, Ron Sender, Ted Packard. 
Ron Feldman, Jerr>^ Van Hook (from Lexitigton), Bob Saw'yer (from Bedford), Joey 
Gluschco, Valerie Bams (Bike Stop), Tom Scotto (Arlii:gton Bicycle Club), Melody 
Tarbox (Bike Stop), Rostrum Goede (Quad Cycles). Kim Blair, Fabio Selbig, Ralph 
ElweU, Brice Nesbit (from Somerv'iUe) and John Hurdle. 

Hie meetit:^ began at 7:30 

After w'e aU introduced oursehes. Jack began ttie meetit:^ by recappitig the ABAC dinner 
at Hie Olh-e Branch in Januaiy^ Hiere w'ere sev'eral people new to ABAC and it was 
suggested that we do it more often. 

Updates - 

1. Bike parkii:g w'arrant article. Hie Bike Parkit:^ Warrant Article WTitten primarily by 
Jack Jolmson and Joey Gluschco w'as accepted by die Redev'elopment Board. Hiis 
was a major bureaucratic hurdle. Hie next action willbe a public hearing concerning 
all potential warrant artic les. Hie hearing will be held in March. 

2. New' Trail Guide Brochure. Hie Trail Guide Brochure containing information about 
the Minute Man Trail designed by Jack Johnson is beit:^ revised by Jack. Hiis w'il 
be a radical rev'isioti Hie brochure w'fll contain less historical information and more 
current frets about die path and bicycle advocacy in general Hie new' brochure 
should be published tliis sprit:^. 

3. Date for Bike Arlington Tour. Jack fiiund tliat the Breast Cancer Walk w'il again be 
on the same day as w'e planned to ha\"e the bike tour. Hits w'as a big headache last 
year as the bikew'ay w'as ver>' congested in the moniii:^ and die early afternoon 
Hiere w'as considerable discussion about movii:^ the date forivard or backw'ard. We 
decided to move the date of the tour ijqi to May 5 e\'en thorgh it is Mother’s Day. 

Sliare Hie Road Signs . 

Jack and Joey proposed putting Sliare Hie Road sings on local bike routes. Jack asked 
Joey how' w'e should go about getting permission and assistance in making and locating 
the s%ns. Joey replied tliat she w'as n’t sure w'hat die procedure w'ould be and w'ould 
inquire at Tow'll Hall Hiere w'as a discussion about die size, color and possible location 
fiir these s%ns but these details w'ere deferred to a future meeting. 

Letters of sryport for regional bike patlis. 

1. Minuteman- Charles RKer Bikew'ay Connector 

2. Somen'iUe Cornmunit}' Path 

3. Bike To Hie Sea Path. 

Brice Nesbit spoke about die Someiv'iUe Community' Path. Hiis is an extension of the 
Linear Park in Someiv^ille to the Cliarles Rh er near Leclimere. Hie Cit>' of Someiv iUe is 
applying ftir a grant to design the path. Brice informed us that the most difficult part of 





building a recreational padi is raising money for die design not the construction Brice 
asked for a letter of srqiport from ABAC. It was pointed out diat diere w'as no quorum 
present so w'e w'ould ha\'e to do so informally and'or as indfriduals. Jack suggested diat 
he could draft a letter tliat we could all sign as indfriduals. 

Arlington Bicycle Club. 

TomScotto Informed us the Arlington Bicycle club is being firmed under die 
sponsorsliip of Quad Cycles. Tliere are currently 35 members and growing. A dh^ision 
of die club win be die Quad Cycles Racing Team wluch just recefredUSCF sanction. 

Tlie club will also ser\'e an educationalfunction. Ttiey are planning to put together 
bicycle safety and maintenance courses as well as establish a junior racing team at die 
Mgh school Jack suggested diat diey particpate in the annual Bike Rodeo sponsored by 
the police department. 

Bikew^ay maintenance and enliancements. 

Tlie storm damage beliind Security Fence is beit:^ repaired slowly. Ttie w^ork w'as 
sipposed to be completed in No\'ember. Ron w'fll check with Rich Bento (DPW D ir.) 
about the current status of these repairs. Jack mentioned that die path is scheduled to be 
repav ed in die spring. Rich Bento has had some trouble findit:^ a contractor to do die 
w'ork. Tliere w'as some discussing and suggestions about wliat to do about the roots 
w'orking their w'ay rgi tlirough die pav'ement of the path. 

Ron brought iqi a question about ABAC’S position about lighting the bike padi. Jack said 
diat ABAC lias nev’er taken an official position because there are differing view's w'itliLn 
the committee. Tlie sense of die room on dds occasion w'as diat most present w'ere not in 
fev'or of lighting the path beyond Vamum St. 

Transportatbii Committee Report . 

Scott iqidated us on the Mass. Ave. corridor redev'ebpment draft proposalfer East 
Arlii:gtoti Tlie proposal is to repav'e from the main fire station in Tlie Center tlirough 
East Arlington to Rt. 16. Uie road is 66 feet w'ide wluch constitutes a considerable 
barrier to crossing by pedestrians. 

A traffic suiv'ey indicates tliat a single lane in either direction w'ould cany^ the current 
traffic load. Tliere is an altematfr e proposal for tw'o lanes in either direction. Tlie 
Transportation Committee proposes Evo public meetings to be held in East Arlington to 
discuss the proposals. Scott asked our opinions on both proposals. We liad the usual 
debate on die utility of bike lanes 


Scott proposed a ten feot parking lane w'ith a dree feot buffer zone behveen parking and 
traffic lanes plus a single fifteen foot traffic lane. Jack suggested a twefre to tlurteen foot 
parking lane w'ith eleven foot travel lanes. 

Upcoming events . 

1. Ron informed us tliat the BMC Toir of Arlington will not take place tlus year 
because of economic reversals in the sofhvare industiy^ 






2. Hie fciir towTL bike path meeting will be in Bedford tilts year and w'ill be in April 

3. Hie next ABAC meetit:^ wiU. be on March 4 at 7:30 pm in the Town Hall annex. 

Hie meetit:^ was adjourned at 9:30. 


